Aung San Suu Kyi, human-rights activist and leader of Burma's
National League for Democracy, was detained in 1980 by SLORC, the
ruling military junta. Today, she is newly liberated from six years'
house arrest in Rangoon, where she was held as a prisoner of
conscience, despite an overwhelming victory by her party in May 1990.

This collection of writings, now revised with substantial new material,
including tha text of the Nobel Peace Prize speech delivered by her son,
reflects Aung San Suu Kyi's greatest hopes and fears for her people and

her concem about the need for intemational cooperation, and gives
poignani and humorous reminiscences as well as independent assessments
ol her role in politics. Containing speeches, letters and interviews, some of
which are newly added, these writings give a volce to Burma's ‘woman of
destiny’, who was awarded both the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought
and the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize,

‘This book Is bound 1o become a classic for &8 new generation of Asians who
value democracy even mora highly than Westerners do, simply becauss
they are deprived of the basic freedoms that Westerners take for granted
- The New York Times

‘Aung San Suu Kyi's extraordinary achievement has been to confront the

regime peacelully, reasonably, persuasively ... [in] one ol the most laudable
continuing acts of political courage’ — Financial Times

‘Such is the depth of passion and leaming she brings to her writings about
national identity and its links with culture and language that she has
altracted the admiration of intellectuals around the world' — Sunday Times

FENGUIN BOOES
FAEEDOM FROM FEAR

Aung San Suu By is the lesder of the struggle for human rights and
demoeracy in Burms, Bors in ises & the dsughter of Burma’s national
hero Aung San, she was two vears ald when e was sssasginated, jus
before Barma gained the independence o which e had dedicated his
life. Afver receiving her educstion in Rangoon, Delhd, Oxford University
sl the Univeraty of London, Aung Sen Suu Kyl then worked for the
Uniltesd Mationd. For mos of the folkreing twenty yean she wan ooo-
pied in raming & family in England (her husband, Dr Michael Aris, who
was Brivish, died in 1wog). belre retarning w Hurma in w988 10 aare for
bher dying mother. Her return comncided with the cutberak of 2 spon-
taneous revoly agsinet twenty-sls yeary of politicsl repression and cconemic
decline. Aung San Sou Kyi (Suu’ 1o her friemds and farnidy) quickly
emerged st the mos effective and articulice leader of the movement, und the
party she founded went on 10 win & colossal eloctoral victory in hMay
(s

Aung San Suu Kyi has spent most of the past nineteen years imprisoned
wither in jail or & her own home. She was srvened in July 1989 and the
milisary punta that now rules Burma refused for six yean cither 1o free
her or w wrensfer poswer 1 0 civillan government as it had proméed.
Upon her refease in July ross she immedisiely renumed the struggle for
poditical freedom in her coumiry: bn oo Aung San Suu Kyl was bmpris-
oned when she tried to wisit Mandalay in defiance of ravel restriciom.
Althoigh rebeased unconditionally & May 20a:, dhe was pur in prison
afizr & clmb berween ber supporten snd & gowernment-backed mob in
oy, After an operation in aoo) Sun Kyl was allowed w rerarn home,
where she remaing under effective house arnost 1o this day,

Aung Ban Sun Kyl is an honorary fellow of 83 Hugh's College, Oufond.
In 1990 she was awardsd the Sakharoy Prize for Precdom of Thought
by the European Parliament, and in tpp1 she was awarded the Mobel
Peace Prize. In i ciogion the Norwegian Nobel Commites staoed
that in swankng the Prize to Aung San Suu Kyl it wished “to honoiar
s woman for ber unflagging cfforts snd 10 show iy support for the
many people throughout the world who are srivang (o stten democrscy
hasman rights and echinic concilistion by pesceful means’.
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