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They are academic presentations meant especially for researchers. But on the
whole, these talks provide facts and figures and general information about
Myanma culture in true perspective. It is hoped that this compilation in a way
would provide some kind of assistance to Myanmars and foreigners who are
in need of instant reference on Myanma culture,

The writer wishes to express his gratefulness to U Mya Han, Retd.
Director of Universities Research Department who encouraged the writer to
reprint this book and to Gon Htoo Publishing House for reprinting it.

Maha Saddlramma Jotika Dhaja, Sithu
Dr. Khin Maung Nyunt
Retd Director - General and Professor.

FOREWARD

The Ministry of Information presents to the public in print fifty selected
radio talks on Myanmar Culture by Professor Dr. Khin Maung Nyunt which
have been broadeast in Saturday evening programme of English section,
Myanmar Radio. They deal with both tangible and intangible aspecis of
Myanma culture touching on a variety of subjects such as environment,
archaeology, pre-history, history, Buddhism, tradition and custom, visual and
performing arts, tales and literature, live siyle as well as current topical
themes pertaining to Myanmar culture, Hence the publication is. fittingly
entitled. A Pot-pourri of Myanmar culture.

The Union of Myanmar is not only endowed with a wide range of
biodiversity created by her bountiful nature but also is enriched with cultural
heritage which her people have preserved throughout her long history. These
two assets are indeed the main sources of national strength and pride, which
the Government and the people are making relentless effort to preserve and
protect for Myanmar generations and it is through these two assets that the
true perspective of Myanmar and her people can be gained.

Of the twelve objectives laid down by the Government, four each in
political, economic and social fields, “Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of cultural heritage and national character”
is the second in the four social objectives. 1t is in line with this objective that
Myanmar Radio is broadcasting Talks on Myanma Culture not only for
Myanmar people but also for foreign listeners who sincerely desire to
understand Myanmar and cherish Keen interest in things Myanmar.

Radio talks on Myanma Culture selected and complied in this publication
are classified under separate subjects and the titles of the talks under each
subject are apt and catchy to attract the attention and to arouse the interest
of the listeners and readers. There are topics that run into more than one talk.



