Preface

There is a Burmese folkeale that tells of a magic mirror in which a
person sees only what he wishes to see. History is such a mirror; and
2 historian, however much he attempts to be objective and detached,
often finds that he cannot complerely overcome his homan frailties
of prejudice and preference. The reader therefore may find thar rhis
history of Burma gives too flattering a picrure of the Burmese
people. Nonetheless, it seems obvious that a nation which has pre-
served its identity, its social institutions, and its religion for mearly
two thousand years, although hemmed in on all sides by other larger
» ones with different cultures and traditions, surely must possess some
enduring qualitics of character. In order that the reader may become
acquainted with views of Burmese history different from mine, I
have given in Appendix III of this book detailed references to the
works of two eminent writers on southeast Asian history. The
reader is invited to read in that appendix the opening paragraphs,
in which [ explain the nature, scope, and limitations of my book.

The writing of this book was planned in 1959, when after |
had retired from the service of the University of Rangoon it ap-
peared that [ was to lead a life of lcisure, Professor U E Maung, his
wife (my sister) Daw Mya Mu, and the late U Po Lat, Dircetor
of Archacology, were to have collaborated with me. T received an
appointment in the Burmese Diplomatic Service, however, and
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accordingly left Rangoon. Had it been possible for them to be joint-
authors of this book with me, the chapters on the ancient kingdoms
of Prome and Pagan would have been fuller because of their great
knowledge of the Burmese inscriptions.

The book was begun in the academic year 1964-1965 in the
School of International Affairs at Columbia University, while I
was a visiting professor there, continued in 1965-1966 at Wake
Forest College, and completed in the summer of 1966 at the State
University of New York at Buffalo, Emckport. and Oswego. I take
this opportunity to thank my various friends and colleagues at these
institutions for their many courtesies.

Mauxe Hrix Aune
Winston-Salem, North Carolina
June 1967
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BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
OF REPUBLICAN CHINA

" Volumes I and 11

HOWARD L. BOORMAN, Editor
RICHARD C. HOWARD, Associate Editor

Over ten years in prepamtion, the BIOGRAPHICAL DIC-
TIONARY OF REPUBLICAN CHINA will provide a mas-
sive reference work, at once systematic and comprehensive, for
all organizations, libraries, and individuals concerned with
twentieth-century China. In addition to political and military
leaders, the work includes detailed biographies-in-brief of in-
dividuals prominent in diplomacy, business and banking, litern-
ture, the arts, scholarship, social reform, education, the press
and publishing, science, religion, aviation, medicine, and other
ficlds. The principal criterion for inclusion is the importance
of the individual's role in the life of China during the twen-
tieth century.

These volumes are the first two of four that will furnish the
most comprehensive and objective life stories in any language
including Chinese, of some 600 Chinese, many of them still
living, of this century. Volume I contains 150 biographical
articles on Chinese with surnames from Ai through Ch'i.
Volume 11, Dalai-Ma, will include biographies of such leaders
of the intellectual community as K'ang Yu-wei and Liang Ch'i-
ch'ao; miiltary leaders like Feng Yii-hsiang, "the Christiangen-
eral"; and Lin Piao and Liu Shao-ch'i, prominent figures in the
Central People's Government, The concluding volume will
provide a comprehensive bibliography of sources in Chinese
and other languages.



