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THE VENERABLE MAHASI SAYADAW’S BIOGRAPHY |
FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION
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Among the world-famous personalities in the field of Buddhist
religion, only a few could be found at the present time who are able to

disseminate more widely than ever the real essence of the Teachings

(S@sani) of Lord Buddha which would enable every one to cultivate in
his own self the virtues of Morality, Concentration and Wisdom (Stla, |
Samadhi and Paiifia) by which one can, through his own effort, reach
on to the Right Path that leads from the world of appearances to ultimate:
Reality. | »\

To propagate the Teachings of the Exalted One and to expount

its true concepts particularly on the practical aspect-patipatti- it is far]

more difficult. Buddhism itself is essentially a practical path. To | 1
people on to the right track, the preacher must also be a teacher as wel
competent in both pariyatti and patiparti. Furthermore, a goot

knowledge of oriental languages particularly pa/i and Sanskrit as wel
as English which being a universal language, is highly essential. [ftherei
a handicap in imparting religious lessons in English this can be remedi
byﬂwmimufdiscipiﬁwhu know the language and who posse
a fairly adequate knowledge of the profound dhamima. The Venerable
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Muhasi Sayadaw is fortunate in this respect in that he has a handful of
close disciples, his own products, who are well acquamnted with English
while he himselfreads and understands English. This is one of the factors
which brings success in propagating pafipatti Sasana in foreign

woliniries.

The Venerable Mahasi Sayadaw with his intuition, talent and
the power of spiritual awareness attained through his own individual effort
il by the guidance of his eminent spiritual teachers in his early years, is
une of the brilliant stars among the galaxy of intellectuals in the hierarchy
ol Huddhist priests. Apart from being leamed., it may perhaps be due to
W% puramitas that he has been able tﬁ.pt?ppound the most complexand
lilricate portions of the highiy'phum;:ﬁica] dhamma or e beneiftof

mnnkind in the field of pari}mﬂi In ]'.he field of patipatti, at the pmSEI'II

Wiy, e is pre-eminent. Hlspﬁ'&avermg nature, enthusiasm, cmnpamr:m'?'-_

I'he compiler of this memoirs of the Sayadaw 5 cm'e:er Asﬁm

his outstanding spiritual attainments are revealed in'this bmgraphy. u

undibhivamsa (now promoting Sasand in the United Stms i
utthe art of presenting in clear terms the contemporary allusia .
: hiown fiacts that would make all of us believe that the Venerable
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knowledge is obviousand his comprehension of the Sayadaw’s life and [ have dedicated myselfto the work of translating this interesting

his style of expression will surely give an interesting and wonderful reading. & 1, caphy with my unshaken faith in Buddha, Dhamma and Sarigha,

Justas Mahasi Sayadaw has become a greatand interesting figure inthe @ - . ticularly with my utmost reverence to the Venerable Mahsi

history of Buddha Sasana, the writer himself with his versatility, wit! IR da v andialeo if harinony with the followinp remarkable maxin

and penetrating mind will undoubtedly become, in due course of time, a a4 Dhont a (v.354)

remarkable figure in the world of Buddhist literature. The biography though
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concise, being factually written, is fairly comprehensive and includes an’ The gift ob the e &

account and analysis of the work and achievements of the Venerable: greater than all other gifts.”

Mahasi Sayadaw. May all beings be able to seek for the light of Dhanuma and find

—

Buddhism was ﬁnmthwmyoumeta missionary re]igiun. Tobefl IWace und happiness.
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mankind, one sh-:}u]d enﬂaavour to knﬂw and follow the meth "-_ 0 ' ‘]‘R
Satipatthana meditation whlt‘.h is 'I:neirlg stressed by Mahisi Sayaday Min Swe (Min Kyaw Thu)
athome and in the course ofhis religious missions abroad. Following the ’ SECRETARY

footsteps of the Buddha to make available to all men the universd
principles of Truth and to offer to all the knowledge of the Path, Maha
Sayadaw has diligently preformed his noble task according to the famog
exhortation of the Exalted One which says: “Go ye forth, O Bhikkhu
and wander forth, for the gain of the many, for the welfare of the many
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in compassion for the world, for the gam for the welfare of gods 8
men, Proclaim, O Bhikk#ius, the Doctrine glorious, preach ye a life
holiness, perfectand pure.”




