PREFACE

My intention is to provide Myanmar teachers and learners of
English with a handy book which they may refer to if and when they
wish to know certain essentials concerning language in general, and
language teaching and learning in particular.

| claim no originality. The information | have given here is
drawn largely from my thirty-year ELT experience in the country —
teaching ‘Language Teaching and Testing' at the postgraduate level
at the Yangon University of Education, as well as at the University of
Yangon, writing English language textbooks and teacher's guides for
primary, secondary and high schools in the country; writing and
broadcasting radio and TV lessons; and last but not least,
conducting nation-wide orientation as well as upgrading courses for
English language teachers under the Department of Basic
Education,

Needless to say, the postgraduate studies | did at the
University of Lancaster, England, UK, also had much to contribute to
meet the needs of this undertaking.

| do hope the book serves the purpose | intend.
Thi-Fa

INTRODUCTION

This is not a handbook. It's a book for reference to understand
certain essentials concerning language in general and language
teaching and learning in particular. The book is for learners and
teachers of English as a language in our country.

| have done my best to be as non-technical as possible. The
information | provide is largely in the form of brief explanations and
exemplifications, supplemented with simple diagrams. Where
deemed appropriate, | have given Myanmar equivalents of certain
English terms and expressions in order to help the reader
understand better.

The teaching methods and techniques given are only
suggestions. The choice is yours.

| hold myself alone responsible for any shortcoming in this
book.

Thi-Fa
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