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Foreword

In fact, “Memory to Confluence and Travel Diary” In 2014, collection of
hiking trips “Soaking in Nature and Story” in 2020 and now the updated
articles of "Around Myanmar, Travel and Note” in 2021, it was our dad U
Kyaw Mya who planted the seed in our minds, the beauty of travelling,
all around Burma. Since the time we were young, he kept a darkroom in
our house, printing black and white photos, playing with film developers,
colours, lighting, shades, margins, filters, focus and varying mins of develop-
ing tmes. | can still remember that almost every Saturday and Sunday, we
went to Hlawgar, Hmawbi or Pegu. If we had 3 or 4 days for 2 haliday, we
went to Bagan, Patheln, etc., driving In our car.

Now that | have my own family, | continued to travel, with my family, and also
with my brothers and sisters and their families; usually driving our own cars.
Been to Bagan at least 12 times, to Shwe Li, Myawaddy, Kawthaung etc.. On
every trip, we took photos, taking pains, having patience and spending time
to get really good photos. To get really good photos of the sun setting at U
Pain Bridge, on one trip, | had to go there four times. | hired a boat at sunset
time and rowed to the middle of the lake only to find no perfect lighting, or
the clouds hiding the sun, or some tourists taking photos at the exact spot
where | want to take photos. Even then, sometimes, | managed to get good
photos in an instance without special preparation. The one taken at Inle of
the multiple fish traps stacked on 2 boat, was unexpectedly spectacular and
was even envied by other professional photographers.

Burma has natural beauty, ancient historical monuments, and beautiful
places. Only because of the weakness in publicising or advertising, the world
does not know enough and even among the natives, we do not realize or feel
proud to have such rich beauty and history. Underground caves and stone

‘statues at Monywa Shweba Hill, ancient statues along the banks of Irrawad-

dy River at Pyay Ahkauk Taung, Pyu burial urns from 500's AD at Kokkogwa
Village near Magway; all are incredible. The magnificent wall paintings or
murals at Bagan are starting to fade or deteriorate and | am doing my best to
record them before it is too late.

| am grateful to all who travelled with me, advised me the ideal shots, waited
patiently while | took the photos, and my family who kept me company with
Let-phet and green tea, while | edited the photas, or wrote the articles on
the computer, well into the small hours of the night.

My first writing seen in print is also a travel article "Honey jump over the
university compound” in 1982 UM1 magazine about the visit to lapan. The
real first writing is about the trip to mount Victoria (Khawnusome) during
ninth standard. Hand writings can be seen but had not sent to any print. Two
to three new places are visited in each year the when look back, northern
most city Putao, northern most village Panandin, southern most city Kaw-
thaung, east point golden triangle and up to western point Mount Saramayri
has reached and learned. To help those who want to know the Myanmar's
beauty and treasure as a good citizen as well as for those who want to visit in
person as a traveller, my notions are presented in both languages and both
forms of articles as well as by memorable original photos through my lens.
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