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Th i s 1 s m v s t.cond at ! c rn p : . Aft (w r hc a ri n q qt! 1: u ine e n -

cou ra gc m tw n t s fro m m v de -'1 r r ca :i er s : f A n: %' l'l l s l book 'C tl 1

Forew ord

their backgl'tlund stories befol'e we tralàslate or criticize
t heir m :dsterpicccs. Or we m ay betray the poets' feelings

by swayillg from thcir original TncaTlings. Som etim t's. I feel

t hat I was Jt bit like Shttrlock Htllm es becallse I have to trace

back a11 tlll'ir backgrllklnds. to (lig the histtlry, to invcstigate

t h)c poels ' hidden fcelings and tt) seize thcir original tht.m es

to reveal it t() thc readers. Evell aft er I catt'h one thillg tlp, I
need m any double-checks agaill with other l'ccords t() lnake

it sure.

W ords fail m e to exprcss tlle gratilude of- Three Gem s,

nly partlnts and tcftchers a1l supporters and m entors to

com plc! c t his book . .Al so I am N'ery tha 17 kful to my fam ily

nlem bcrs for their understandll:g whiic I u'as writing this

llook. Pl(-as(. understctl'td m e ftll' IA()t nzentitlllil'lg all ()f tlzeir

Ilam es illtlividually.

Therc was a iit t lt. change ) IA sldc m e wlzile l 'wras writ ing

111.5- second llook. I llot iccd that 1143, heart becf lrncs a little bit

Itlorc oI)t.ll although I do not klzow the real reason. So lnay

I say titat ! his littlc book is likc lt't3' hear't ollener?

As tili s novice wri ter is ntlt knowlcdjwable enollgh to
(ronam ent ()$) the Nlyallm ar histlll-y like ot 11()r histol.i:tlAs or

scholars . 1 sim ply sllartt vvhat l have rcat! i n the ci) roni-
cles. histoll' books alld hcar-say'. ln other wtlrds. I tlTltllha-

size m ore ()n the 1 it ttrary point ()f view. I f' t he readers jind

:tl'ly wcakncss or any lnis interprctation in I'ny urr'it ing, that

lllam e u'il l go to tht! ;ll l t hor only .

*
-ure & Beyond - NIYAN NI.AR ' . ! s'-i-a .'. : f-L' harqe :1:?.. em otTons
and carcftlllh' dccided to try again q'hcn I llstcncd to my

inner voice abtlllt the topic for m y second book . 1 fotlnd t hat

l am 1)tllznd to wlite a sub:ler sub'ect rr: a::t-r

To writc t hls book. I have :o lravci back t() r'ly literary

journt'y whiclA I passed in my Univrrsltl' ycars altd the l'Iis-
tory 1J1l1d . too. This tim e . l red sit thrse two worlds u-ith t llc

w-ritcr 's awarencss and I have found so m any wonderfu l
things after I rt'visited these lwo am tu lng worlds which l did
not notice bcforr

To com pletc thls book. i have explored so m any books

about sîyanm ar hlslory. lllrram re and poetry both in En-
glish lyT)(l sfl'a/lnlar languages. I oftcn wcnt to the m use-

um s. llbraries , rarc-book shops: serk adq-ice and opinlons
from t cachers a nd hislorlans: dsited archaf-ologlcal sites

like l3ltgan , Mandalay'. approached to monks (f(lr Pali lan-

guagc) . There l s Jt lwa3's an inner rejoicc whencvcr I gel a
spark of idea or ap! usage for m y writing. l found solnc
of thc Myanm ar classical poem s trallslation in English by

greal m asters and 1 presented their (lriginal totlch together
with thcir nam rs ln this book. 1 sincerely hope that those

$:.111great m astcrs pardon m e for using their nlcc transla-

tion and I anl vrry thankful to them bccause lt saved my

tim e and brainstorm ing energy.

Translaling slyanm ar classical pocm s is (Iuite intercst -

ing t() mc althotlgh it is a toug,h job. Wc nced to catch up a
poe! 's (lriginal thcm c. It ls not like a sbathenlallcal form ula.

Thcre arc som c secrets and hiddcn m canings brhind lllelr

beautiftll wllrtls. In this account. it is im porlltnt lo know

W iti) kind thoughts,

sleiji Soe
Febrtatt ry, 20 l 6


