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Introduction

For a long time, we have been thinking of trying to publish the art book of Bagyi Aung Soe, the
great modern artist of Myanmar, to make it as perfect as possible according to the section. He
died in 1990, so it's been 34 years since it was published.

Before the 100" anniversary book, only one book was released on the 20* anniversary
of his death, which contains some paintings and memorabilia in Myanmar. In the book published
in 2023 by Gajah Gallery in Singapore, the paintings exhibited at the Center of Pompidou, It was
published in English with some illustrations and a printed book. The articles written by Bagyi
Aung Soe himself were collected and published in Burmese in 2023 by Text River Publishing as
Bagyi Aung Soe Collection.

During the 67 years of Bagyi Aung Soe's life, even counting from 1947, when he began
to paint illustrations for Taryar magazine, until his death. During the 43 years until his death,
paintings, book covers with many illustrations, some comics and some cartoons; It is quite a dif-
ficult matter to find and collect the various drawing methods, including other woodcuts and carv-
ings, and to be able to display them in one place. Especially the poetry that was drawn in many
magazine publications. It is not easy to collect illustrations related to novels at the same time.
In the same way, over 30 years, little by little, as much as has been collected by hand, It is just
an idea to be able to include all of them in one book, but it is impossible in practice, especially
since there are too many poems and illustrations, it is even more difficult to describe them in one
book.

For this book, for the 20™ anniversary of this death, we used the photographs of the
paintings that were left by the family of Master Bagyi Aung Soe during the collection, and the
last one was in 2023. The images from the Gajah Gallery book that was released are mainly refer-
enced. At the time of the photographic records, those who organized it together, such as the U
Aung Soe's son U Myint Soe, U Sonny Nyein and U Than Ohn (the editor of Moe Wai Magazine)
have passed away, so the notes at the time of making this book cannot be found at all, except
for photographic records, so the size of the painting, with the materials used we would also like
to ask the collectors to understand and forgive us for not being able to describe it in detail. The
paintings and information described in this book are based on the information from the above-
mentioned 20th anniversary publication and the Gajah Gallery book. Except for family collections,
those that are not known to those who bought and collected them are described as private col-
lections.

To commemorate the 100" birthday of Bagyi Aung Soe, his son Ko Maung Maung Soe
(Bagyi House) on behalf of the family of Bagyi Aung Soe, who gave permission to help search for
the purpose of collecting and documenting his works in one book as much as possible. Those
who helped and supported the related paintings. Especially to those who gathered information
about Bagyi Aung Soe, including scholar Yin Kar, who collected information about Bagyi Aung
Soe with great interest. A big thank you to all the other people who deserve thanks.

Maung Maung Soe (Bagyi House)
Bagyi Lynn Wunna



