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political rapprochem ent and the very nature of the
government following the historic 2015 elecéons.

Understanding this reladonship is
understanding contemporary M yanm ar politics.

The political world Thura U Shwe M ann paints is

one of rapid change, dangers and opportunities, new
beginnings, and the overarching importance of

individual character.

hura U Shwe Mann is a major figure in history
of early 21st century M yanmar. The publicadon
of tl'tis book should therefore be welcom ed, not

only by those interested in M yanmar's recent

developments, but by anyone wanting to bettet
understand transitions from tnilitar)r dictatorship.

Though M yanmar today faces daunùng
Thura U Shwe M ann has been at the centre of Challenges, one should not forget the historic

d olitical life now for nearly Compronaises that have made the peaceful ftrst stepsM yanm ar government an p
away from military dictatorship possible. This book willtavo decades

, first as a senior m em ber of the army
, help illurninate a proper appreciation of those firstgeneral staff

, then as Speaker in the country s nascent
steps.parliament. As fotmner general who became a

champion of dem ocratic reform, his career reflects

M yanm ar's am azing and sometimes pem lexing political

journey these past years, its challenges, and potential.

This book is not only about 'Fhura U Shwe
M ann, but also, the dtle sur ests, about his

groundbreaking partnership with State Counsellor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi. The partnership, indeed friendship,

betv een the erstwhile chairman of the nzling United
Solidarity and Developm ent Party and the leader of the

N ational League for D em ocracy, has shaped M yanm ar's
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